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Bhagavad Gita Chapter 11, Part 3 dated 17 /10/2020 by Swami Dayatmanada
(Lecture delivered online from Bangalore, India)

- boud

Subject: C11,V 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 53, 54, 55.

lllustrations: Parable of Shri Ramakrishna - Devi Parvati and
Shiva - Ravana’s Birth and Death: lllustration of Shri
Ramakrishna - seeing, touching and tasting Milk:

Om Jananim Saaradam deviim,Raama-krishnam jagad-gurum

Paada-padme tayoh sriitvaa,prana-maami muhur-muhuh

3 qHEAY Gd HHUVRHEAH] SahTIRHATTwG, 0T d¢ STTCIH ||

Vasudeva sutham devam, Kamsa Chanura mardanam,

Devaki paramanandam, Krishnam vande jagat gurum

| worship Lord Krishna, who is the spiritual master of the universe, who is the son of

Vasudeva, who is the Lord, who killed Kansa and Chanura, and who is the bliss of
Devaki.

wafaferse) ama, arverm adrer deget:| or2if acw: gefsifedr, gl fameyd wed ||

Sarvopanishado gaavo, dogdha gopala nandanahaj
parthovatsa: sudheerbhoktaa, dugdham gitamrutam mahat |

All the Upanishads are like cows. The milker is Krishna, the son of Nanda. Partha
(Arjuna) is like a calf, while the drinkers are the wise ones. The nectar of Gita is the
milk.

Heh AT araTel 9g9] A AR | Tcohal THE doe, AT HIGH ||

Mookam karoti vachalam pangum langhayate girim |
Yat-krupa tamaham vande paramananda madhavam ||

| offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the deliverer of the fallen
souls. His mercy turns dumb into eloquent speakers and enables the lame to cross
mountains.

Recollection:
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We are studying the Eleventh Chapter of the Bhagavad Gita,
aptly titled as Vishwarupa-Darshana-Yoga. At the end of the Tenth chapter,
the Divine Lord categorically declares to Arjuna:

Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 10, Verse 42

ywagﬁé?r% ATl TarelHT |
faseaaTeiAe shceaTaiehidleT f&Uar Stard || C10, V42|

atha va bahunaitena kim jhatena tavarjuna
vishtabhyaham idam kritsnam ekanshena sthito jagat

[What is the need for all this detailed knowledge, O Arjun? Simply know that by
one fraction of My Being, | pervade and support this entire creation.]

The Lord declares, “ There is no need to enumerate My infinite
manifestations. | manifest in the form of this whole universe.” After hearing the
Divine Lord, Arjuna says”“ O, Lord, What | have heard from You, | would like to
experience it.”

The Lord further says, “The greatness of an object belongs to Me only. |
manifest in the ordinary and also in the extraordinary objects. The entire universe
is none other than My manifestation.” This marvellous teaching of Vedanta
makes Vedanta exclusive and a great religion in the world. How? Vedanta
teaches us to respect greatness wherever we see it - greatness in another
religion or a country or science, art, music or anywhere else, a good cook, a
great sculptor like Michelangelo or a poet like Kalidasa or Wordsworth or Keats
or Shelly - their greatness belongs to God only. So, we should see the spark of
the divine wherever we see an extraordinary quality. If we look around, we do not
find any other faith or religion that teaches us this philosophy that greatness of
any type and in any object is a manifestation of God only. The majority of
religions have a narrow tunnel vision. They declare: God has restricted names,
forms and qualities. They insist people convert (means to believe) into their
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restricted belief system or have no hope for salvation. They see greatness only in
a specific event, object or name.

Here, Arjuna requests: O, Lord, | understand - You create, sustain and
dissolve the entire universe by the infinitesimal power of Your divine glory. Now, |

wish to experience it.” This is another speciality of Vedanta - 3IcHATGTAR

Atmasaksatkara - meaning the direct experience of God/Self/Atman. Reading
books, hearing talks, going on pilgrimage, and performing rituals are helpful. But
the goal is Atmasaksatkara - the realisation of Atman. Blessed Arjuna is a
devotee of Lord Krishna. The compassionate Divine Lord reveals Himself to
Arjuna. What does Arjuna see? Creation, sustenance and dissolution - all beings
are helplessly drawn and absorbed in the Divine Lord like all rivers flowing
towards the ocean and disappearing in it. What is the medium through which the
creation, maintenance and dissolution happen? Time - everything happens in

time. The Divine Lord grants Arjuna spiritual eyes -f¢ear 98] Divya Chakshu to

see His Universal-Form.
What does Arjuna gain through this experience?

Arjuna experiences - there are no You or | or living or non-living objects.
There is only One - Divine Lord and One Divine Will. Everyone else is like a
puppet in the hands of the Divine will. From the point of view of Advaita/Non-
dualism - we can rephrase it - the Divine Lord manifests Himself ‘as if 'there are
many different and separate objects in the world. ‘As if The Divine Lord is
independently acting and playing through these objects. Who is the entertainer or

puppeteer? The Divine Lord - What is the ¢8I Drishyal/scene? The Divine Lord.
Who is the seer/cdTdT Drik? The Drik is also the divine Lord. Arjuna sees birth,

growth as well as dissolution, this experience shatters him.

Parable of Shri Ramakrishna - Devi Parvati and Shiva - Ravana’s Birth and
Death:
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Shri Ramakrishna illustrates this very beautifully.

Once, Lord Shiva and Devi Parvati were sitting on Mount Kailash. Both
were watching the beautiful scenery (like a human beings). Suddenly, Devi
Parvati heard a peculiar sound. She was startled and asked, “Lord, what is this
sound? O, Ravanasura is born”, Shiva replied. The next moment, Devi Parvati
heard another similar sound. She was startled again and asked, “What is this
sound.” “Well, Ravanasura is dead, Shiva replied.

What is the moral of the illustration?: Something comes out, remains like a
bubble for a moment and bursts. What does it mean? It goes back into the same
waters from which it came. We all come out of the divinity, remain divine even
though we are not aware of it at the moment and go back to the Divine.

What is time?

Billions of years are only a tiny part of one billionth of a millisecond. Time
is nothing. Arjuna perceives the past, present and future in a fraction of a second
through the divine eyes granted by the Divine Lord. Arjuna can receive the
Universal Form, but his mind cannot sustain it. Arjuna shatters and requests the
Divine Lord to withdraw this Universal-Form. The divine Lord understand and
withdraws His Universal-Form. Arjuna recollects and says, “l| had such a
marvellous vision.”

Ahankaralegotism/pride may arise in future in the heart of Arjuna - | earned
this vision and obtained it through my self-effort. The Lord categorically declares

at the end of this eleventh chapter. What does the Lord say?

Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 11, Verse 53

SATg AGe] AT o Glelel of AT |
1Y TATIE go¢ Teeal=Afd AT T || C11, V53|
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Shri-bhagavan uvacha

naham vedair na tapasa na danena na chejyaya
Shakya evam-vidho drashtum drishtavan asi mam yatha

[Oh Arjuna, neither by the study of the Vedas, nor by the austerities, or by any
amount of karma yoga/selfless service, nor by any amount of fire sacrifices
(yajnas) worships, or by any kind of spiritual practice whatsoever, no one can see
Me as you have seen Me excepting by My grace.]

How can we obtain the grace of God?

Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 11, Verse 54

HFT Aol IT AFT HEAA TSI |
AT &5¢ ° deded a4 T o™ || C11, V54|

bhaktya tv ananyaya shakya aham evam-vidho ’rjuna
jhatum drashtum cha tattvena praveshtum cha parantapa

[O Arjun, by unalloyed devotion alone, | can be known as | am, standing before
you. Thereby, on receiving My divine vision, O scorcher of foes, one can enter
into union with Me.\

We can obtain God's grace only by supreme devotion and absolute self-
surrender. We should develop tremendous faith. What is faith? O Lord,
everything is You, and everything happens by Your Will. When a person
becomes so humble, he receives the grace of the Lord. He will know the ultimate
truth. What is it? Whether we close or open our eyes - we will realise that God is
inside and outside. Only God exists, and nothing else exists.

3 quide: quiffie qoiicquise=ad |
QU QUTATER quiAarafIsad ||
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3% enfea: enfea: eanfea: ||

Om Puurnnam-Adah Puurnnam-ldam Puurnnaat-Puurnnam-Udacyate |
Puurnnasya Puurnnam-Aadaaya Puurnnam-Eva-Avashissyate ||
Om Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih ||

Meaning: Purnamadhaha, qoT#g: 'that' is infinite. Purnamidham, qoTf#¢E 'this' is

also infinite. 'That' infinite gave birth to "This' infinite. Even though "This' infinite
has come out of 'That' infinite, 'This' will ever remain infinite, and That also will
forever remain infinite.

‘That’ = Supreme Divine/Atman/Brahman/God.

‘This’ = The Universe/Brahmanda/Entire Cosmos.

So, The goal is to know, visualise, experience and become one with that
Supreme Lord. Everything is the Divine Lord, and | am also part of everything.
So, | am also Divine. This is so pithily expressed by Shankaracharya. - Brahma
Satyam - That is It, nothing else.

The essence is: At the end of this chapter again, the Lord says, “By My grace, O
Arjuna, you had a glimpse of what I am. | am the origin of this entire universe. |
am also the sustainer. | have become this universe. O, Arjuna, you are part of
that universe. This universe will go back into Me and remain in Me.” The many
objects of the universe have come out of the One Divine Lord. These objects
appear as if they are separate from each other. If we put a stick/piece of wood in
a body of water, it seemingly divides into two parts - that side and this side of the
stick. Similarly, our Ahamkara/Ego creates division. What does remain at the
end? Divine Lord - One supreme indestructible, infinite, unborn, shuddhalpure,
buddha, muktalever Free only.

So the Lord concludes this 11th chapter. He says:

Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 11, Verse 55

HeehHehe HoU AT HEgTerd: HSIdtold: |
fdR: g9y I @ AATT qrvse || €11, V55|
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mat-karma-krin mat-paramo mad-bhaktah sanga-varjitah
nirvairah sarva-bhiateshu yah sa mam eti pandava

[Those who perform all their duties for My sake, who depend upon Me and are
devoted to Me, who are free from attachment, and are without malice toward all
beings, such devotees certainly come to Me.]

O, Pandava/Arjuna, be My devotee and develop these five qualities. In the end,
you will attain Me. (Meaning, Arjuna will know, he is Me and | am he).

What are the five qualities?

1)mat-karma-krit—perform all your duties for Me - Karma-Yoga.
2) mat-paramah—you consider your ultimate goal is Me.
3) mat-bhaktah— you become My devotee.

4) sanga-varjitah— become free from attachment. You remain completely
indifferent, and unattached. Anything that you do not perceive as Me is 3oTcH
Anatmalnon-self.

5) nirvairah—without malice - if you live like this, you will have no enemy.
sarva-bhuteshu—toward everyone.

pandava—Arjun, the son of Pandu.

The Lord says, “O, Arjuna, those who perform Karma-Yoga; consider Me their
Supreme Goal; become My devotee, are totally detached and look upon
everyone as My manifestation. People who develop these qualities, everyone will
become their friends.” (As we know, Holy Mother used to say, “My child, the
whole world is your own, and make it your own.”)

The recording time is 16 minutes approx.

The essence of our discussion is.
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Become humble, and surrender to the Divine Lord.

Request, “O, Lord, please turn the light upon Yourself. Show me Your Spiritual
Form. | would not be able to see Your Spiritual form without Your grace.”

Transforms your life by developing devotion to God.

Ultimately, such a person attains the knowledge - | am Brahman. That is the
Supreme state, and he will never be born again.

The entire world is nothing but Divine Leela.

That is the essence of our future discussion.

Vishwaruparupa-Darshana-Yoga

The Eleventh Chapter is aptly called Vishwarupa Darshana.
What is meant by Darshana?

Darshana means to envisage or visualise. What is to envisage? - the
Universal Form of the Divine Lord. Whatever we experience during the waking
state, the dream state and the deep sleep state is nothing but the Divine Lord.
Here Darshana means to see the Vishwarupa/Universal form of the Divine Lord.

1) What do we experience in the waking state? Outside - we experience
enumerable objects with different shapes, names and qualities. Inside - we
experience various ideas, imaginations, and thoughts. Whatever we
experience inside or outside is the Divine Lord only.

2) Whatever we experience in the dream state is also the Divine Lord only.

3) Now, we try to understand the deep sleep state. In the deep sleep state, we
experience ‘Nothing 'or a ‘Blankness’. We get up from the deep sleep and
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say, “I did not experience anything. | had a lovely sleep” How do we know?
We (someone inside us) must be experiencing something - we coined it as
“Nothing or Blankness’. We must experience both ‘something or nothing 'to
say, ‘| experienced something or nothing.” Otherwise, we would never know.
Without some sort of experience, we can never declare, “I did not experience
anything.” The ‘non-experience of nothing’ is a very positive experience. (We
need to meditate upon to understand it.)
The essence is: The universe in the three states is the manifestation of the
Divine Lord. Who is the experiencer? The Divine Lord. Who is the experienced
object? The Divine Lord. Where should we go to see the Divine lord? Should we
go to Vaikuntha, Kailasa, Kingdom of Heaven or take samadhi? No!!!! Have the
correct understanding. What is the correct knowledge? Whatever we see - a
mountain, a river, the sky, the sun, the moon or the stars, everything is Divine
and Divine only.

This idea is expressed beautifully in the Taittiriya Upanishad.

* Tasmadva etasma, from that Supreme Self, atmanah akasa sambhdata, The
Atman manifests itself as Akashalthe space.

* Space becomes gross and modifies into the Vayu, the air.

* Vayu modifies into Agni, fire.

* Fire becomes grosser into Apyahal/water.

* The water becomes still grosser and modifies itself into this earth.

* The whole cosmos that we see is made up of these five elements- pancha
bhdtas/five cosmic elements.

This idea is being expounded in a graphical form as Vishwarupa-Darshana-Yoga.
So, that Arjuna can grasp it. With this background, we will enter into this Eleventh
Chapter.

Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 11, Verse 1
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FfF 34T |
HEIIEII WNH ETHCACHAA A |
Ieadlad TaEdeT Algrsd faarar #47 || €11, V1|

arjuna uvacha
mad-anugrahaya paramam guhyam adhyatma-sanjnitam
yat tvayoktam vachas tena moho ’yam vigato mama

Arjuna said, O Lord, out of compassion for me, You have spoken words of
ultimate profundity concerning this Self. Because of Your words, my delusion is
now dispelled. Because of your teaching, my delusion is gone.

Arjuna says in the Second Chapter.

HIIUICTSITEAETHIT: JeoTiH ol UHAFAGIT: |
TR WMo 1R0d i dod, [RISTEdsg ey A7 e ue=1d || C2, V7|

karpanya-doshopahata-svabhavah
prichchhami tvam dharma-sammadha-chetah
yach-chhreyah syannishchitam brahi tanme
Shishyaste ’ham $hadhi mam tvam prapannam

[Arjuna says, “l am confused about my duty, and am besieged with anxiety and
faintheartedness. | am Your disciple, and | surrender to You. Please command
me for certain what is best for me.”]

Arjuna is under delusion/ Moha. What is this Moha? Arjuna cannot decide
- what he should do or what he should not do. He is helpless. He surrenders to
the Divine Lord and says, “l surrender to You. You command me.” Meaning, You
command me like a teacher or a military commander. (Not like a parent, cajoling,
requesting, and suggesting.)
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(We need to understand. Our life is nothing but full of commandments. If
we go to a doctor, the doctor commands us. If we drive a car, we need to follow
the commandments. We go to the office. Senior Officers will command us - come
at this time, finish the job. If we do not follow the commandments, we may lose
our job. So, in our lives, we observe rules and regulations to be happy. If we
neglect the prescribed commandments, we may get into trouble. If we eat
unhealthy food, we will reap the consequences. During the Covid pandemic, if we
do not follow the prescribed advice and commandments, we may get seriously ill
and pay the price of not wearing a mask or not getting vaccinated.)

Coming back to our Verse 1.
arjunah uvacha—Arjun said; mat-anugrahaya—out of compassion to me:

yat—which; tvaya—by you; uktam—spoken - O’Lord, Your teachings to Me
(from the Second Chapter to the Tenth Chapter) are all for my benefit. You
taught me out of compassion, kindness and love for me.

paramam—supreme; guhyam—confidential; adhyatma-sanjnitam—highest
spiritual knowledge/truth -You gave me the secret spiritual knowledge. (Secret
does not mean hidden. But it will remain hidden if we are not ready to understand
it.) Spiritual knowledge is the eternal truth. What does happen with spiritual
knowledge?

vachah—words; tena—>by that; mohah—illusion; ayam—this; vigatah—is
dispelled; mama—my: (Delusion has overpowered Arjuna and made him
unhappy and grief-stricken. How do we know? Arjuna says in the Second
Chapter, “Even if | win the war and get three worlds. | do not know. How could |
get rid of this profound grief and unhappiness.” Why? Worldly objects do not give
permanent happiness. Why? Because knowledge of ‘One ’'only gives eternal joy.
Everything else is of zero value. Spiritual knowledge means - everything is God.)
Now, Arjuna says, “My delusion is banished.” Arjuna is a blessed soul. Bhagwan

Shri Krishna is standing in front of him like a blazing sun. Arjuna’s delusion/3T=1TeT

Ajyanalignorance of darkness disappears. (We all are suffering from delusion.
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What is meant by Moha/delusion/ignorance/Ajyana? Delusion means to think -
we are separate from the Divine Lord. Vedanta categorically declares - All in One
and One in all.)

What is Arjuna’s delusion?

Arjuna thinks - he will be responsible for the slaying of his relatives on
the battlefield. He forgets that he is not the doer. Who is the doer? The Divine
Lord is the doer. We are only instruments in His hands. If Bhisma, Drona,
Duryodhana or anyone else dies - it is not due to anyone else but due to their

SHBA Karmaphala. (Karma @& = deed or action, Phala el = result.

Karmaphala means the result of an action. However, there is a gap in time. The
sequence is - action happens, then the time gap, and then, the result happens.)

The Divine Lord declares in this chapter, “O, Arjuna, | am kala/time. |
reward the results of every action. This war is happening by My Will to destroy
the evildoers. They are present in the Kaurava’s army and yours. | have already
killed them, and you are just an instrument.” We may say - Arjuna killed his
enemies and won the war. No!! As we saw in the Kena-Upanishad: Devas won
the battle against the Demons. Devas became egoistic. Divine Mother appeared
and said, “It is by My power; you became victorious.” Devas understood and
became enlightened.

We are no one. The Divine Lord is Lord Ranganatha/Master of the
Cosmic drama stage. We play our role in the Divine Leela. Arjuna thinks - he is
the doer. So he will get the sin or glory of his actions, win or lose the war, and
become happy or unhappy. The Lord says, “Arjuna, You are not the doer. So,
you will not reap the result. | am the doer, and everything happens by My Will. |
am the creator, sustainer and destroyer. You are just an instrument, a medium
only.”
That is adhyatma-sanjnitam—the highest spiritual knowledge/truth. And it
dispels ignorance.
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Arjuna says, “Your infinite Divine-Self manifests as the universe. The distinction
between You and | has vanished through Your Divine words. My delusion is
completely destroyed.”

The Bhagavad Gita consists of approximately 700 Verses. Divine Lord asks only
one question at the end of the Bhagavad Gita - Chapter 18th, Verse 72.

Ficagdeyd I cadhRIvT AT |

S dg ATTTFAg: JoIsetd Y13 || C18, V 72|

kachchid etach chhrutam partha tvayaikagrena chetasa
kachchid ajiana-sammohah pranashtas te dhananjaya

Translation: O Arjun/Dananjaya, have you heard Me with devotion, shraddha
and concentration? Have your ignorance and delusion been destroyed?

Arjuna replies:

37SleT 34T |
oISel HIg: TATTOSUT cacTHIGTHAT |
Ryl sTadecg: RS g« da || C18, V73]

arjuna uvacha
nashto mohah smritir labdha tvat-prasadan mayachyuta
sthito ‘smi gata-sandehah karishye vachanam tava

[Arjun said: O,Shri Krishna, infallible One, by Your grace my delusion has been
dispelled, and | am situated in knowledge. | am now free from doubts, and | shall
act according to Your instructions.]

Arjuna’s delusion has been dispelled. How?
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Then Arjuna categorically replies: | regained my memory. (What is that
memory? | am the Atman. | was deluded and was thinking - | am Arjuna, a man,
a worrier, brother of Pandavas, the enemy of Duryodhana, the disciple of Drona,
and grandchild of Bhisma.) Your teachings and grace have destroyed my
ignorance. | got my memory back. | am ready to act according to your
commands. | surrender to You. | am a puppet and an instrument in Your hands.
The whole world is Your playground, and You are the Master. You are the
playground, the players, and the play. You write the script, act as various actors
and play this Divine-Play. You are playing this solitaire game -Vishwa. There is
nothing else but You. This knowledge destroyed my egotism.

So this is a beautiful idea. We should not be dependent upon a teacher
but depend upon ourselves. We must take responsibility. We are free to listen to
Guru’s teachings with concentration, try to understand and act wisely. Swami
Vivekananda says, “Do not believe blindly in my teachings. God has gifted us
with intellectual power. Think carefully, understand it and react according to your
reasoning.”

Arjuna further continues,
Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 11, Verse 2

saTega g o7celm Al faeae &7 |

cdl: HHAAIATET HAGIFIATT ATTIH || C11, V2|

bhavapyayau hi bhiatanam sShrutau vistarasho maya
tvattah kamala-patraksha mahatmyam api chavyayam

bhava—appearance; apyayau—disappearance; hi—indeed; bhatanam—of all
living beings; shrutau—have heard; vistarashah—in detail; maya—by me;
tvattah—from you; kamala-patra-aksha—Ilotus-eyed one; mahatmyam—
greatness; api—also; cha—and; avyayam—eternal
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Translation: O lotus-eyed Krishna, | have heard from You at length about the
origin and the dissolution of all beings and also Your inexhaustible unlimited
greatness.

Where did Arjuna hear about God’s glory?

Arjuna hears about the Divine glory throughout the Bhagavad Gita,
especially in the Seventh, Ninth and Tenth Chapters. The Tenth Chapter known
as Vibhuti-Yoga, is full of extraordinary manifestations of the Divine Lord.

Divine Lord says in the Tenth Chapter, “| create, sustain, and dissolute the
entire universe. | am the mother, father, and eternal witness. The entire world
comes from Me, sustained by Me and returns to Me again.”

Shrutau—have heard; vistarashah—in detail - Arjuna says, “O, Lord, You
explained everything in great detail and crystal clear words. This universe
originates from You, sustained by You and returns to You.”

mahatmyam—qgreatness, glory; api—also; cha—and; avyayam—eternal -
Arjuna says, “I have also heard from You about Your inexhaustible and
imperishable glory.”

The Divine Lord is the creator of the universe and controller of all beings
and their actions but remains unchanging, impartial, detached, indifferent, and a
witness to everything. We need to understand this greatness of the Divine Lord.
From one side, He is unmoving, avyaya, imperishable, eternal witness. On the
other side, He is a participator in everything happening in the world. He does
everything, enjoys and suffers everything, but at the same time ‘as if 'He never
suffers. That is the marvellous Divine vision of His unlimited and inexhaustible
greatness. The Lord says in the Ninth Chapter, “O, Arjuna, look at this Yoga-
AishwaryalYoga-Maya. | am in every being but no being is in Me.”

Arjuna endowed with intense faith/Shraddha says:
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Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 11, Verse 3

TTHACTUTCY caHTCHTS GIHL |
SSCfATOIA d FAHRET & || C11, V3|

evam etad yathattha tvam atmanam parameshvara
drashtum ichchhami te ripam aishwaram purushottama

[evam—thus; efat—this; yatha—as; attha—have spoken; tvam—you;
atmanam—yourself; parama-ishvara—Supreme Lord; drashtum—to see;
ichchhami—I desire; te—your; ripam—form; aisShwaram—divine; purusha-
uttama—Shree Krishna, the Supreme Divine Personality.]

[O Supreme Lord, You are precisely what You declare Yourself to be. Now |
desire to see Your divine cosmic form, O Supreme Divine Personality.]

O Purushottama, Supreme Lord, as you have declared Yourself to be, it is
an absolute truth. | have unshakable faith in Your words. | do not doubt it. But O,
Lord, | have only intellectually understood and accepted it. O, Supreme Lord,

please grant me a glimpse of what You have said. | only have a TRI&TJ3{fcl
Paroksha-anubhutil indirect experience. | would love to have 3ToRTETIe1fcr

Aparoksha-anubhutil direct experience with my own eyes. (Here eyes means
with my heart) What type of Divine Form Arjuna wants to see? The Divine Form
of omnipotence, omnipresence, infinite wisdom, strength, virtue and infinite
splendour. Here Arjuna completely surrenders. He becomes very humble.
(Humility is the only way to receive and retain the grace of God.) Perhaps Arjuna
has the humility to see the Universal Form but does not have the fit mental
equipment to retain it. He is not satisfied with hearing only. He wants to
experience Universal-Form of the Divine Lord.

lllustration of Shri Ramakrishna - seeing, touching and tasting Milk:
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Shri Ramakrishna says: “We gain one type of knowledge by hearing. We
gain another type of knowledge by seeing. We gain a totally different type of
knowledge by experiencing an object. For example, some people hear about
milk. Some people see milk. Some people taste milk. Even if milk is one
millimetre away from our tongue, we will not have real knowledge of milk. But if
only a drop of milk touches our tongue for a millisecond. We get perfect
knowledge of milk and this knowledge will remain with us for ever.

So Arjuna is humbly requesting:

Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 11, Verse 4

Hgq I Teod AT SSeATT 71T |
ARG Il H cd GAATCHATAHSIIA || C11, V4|

manyase yadi tach chhakyam maya drashtum iti prabho
yogeshvara tato me tvam darshayatmanam avyayam

Arjuna says in the earlier Verse No.3:

Uﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?ﬁ evam—thus; etat—this; yatha—as; attha—have spoken.
O, Lord, whatever You have spoken. That is absolutely true.

CIHTCHT GHII - tvam—You; atmanam—Yourself; parama-i$hvara—
Supreme Lord. Hey Parameshvara, O Divine Lord, You spoke about Yourself.

o TUHRET JESIIH - te—your; rdpam—form; aisShwaram—divine; purusha-
uttama—Shree Krishna, the Supreme Divine Personality.

drashtum—to see; ichchhami—I desire - | desire to experience Your glorious
form.

Coming back to Verse No. 4:

manyase—you think; yadi—if; tat—that; shakyam—possible; maya—by me;
drashtum—to behold; iti—thus; prabho—Lord; yoga-ishvara—Lord of all
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mystic powers; fatah—then; me—to me; tvam—You; darshaya—reveal;
atmanam—Yourself; avyayam—imperishable.

Arjuna says, “O Lord, if you think | am fit to behold Your Universal Form, then O
Master of Yogis, reveal to me Your immutable, infinite, eternal, and imperishable
nature out of Your tremendous grace.” Here, we see the humility and complete
self-surrender.

“O, Lord, You know whether | am fit or not. Because You are not an ordinary
person, You are Yogeshwara. You know everything, my past, present, and my
future.” Why is Arjuna making this statement?

In the Fourth Chapter, The Divine Lord says:

AT |
a@ﬁraﬁﬁmﬁrdrmm g =TSl |
dl=gg dg TAT0T o od dc Wedy || C4, V5|

Shri bhagavan uvacha
bahiini me vyatitani janmani tava charjuna
tanyaham veda sarvani na tvam vettha parantapa

Shri Bhagwan says, “| am born many times. You are also born many times. You
do not remember your previous births. You have forgotten. | know all about your
past lives.” A similar incident happened in the life of Shri Ramakrishna. One day
Shri Ramakrishna said to M, “Don’t | know your past, present and future? Don't |
know what is the best way for you to progress? So, do not argue with me.” M
understood it.

In the Eighteenth Chapter, The Lord says:

AAUATI RIS ATHS RUT T |
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378 Al FAATIEAT AGTIASATTH AT = || €18, V 66|

sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam sharanam vraja
aham tvam sarva-papebhyo mokshayishyami ma shuchah

Meaning: Give up all your dependency on everything else and completely
surrender yourself on to Me, take complete refuge in My lotus feet. | will liberate
you from all types of expressions of ignorance. Do not grieve.

The essence is: Arjuna says humbly, “O Lord, | have the desire to experience
Your Universal, eternal and imperishable form. | do not know whether | am a fit
aspirant to experience it. You are my mother, father and everything. You know
my past, present and future. Please bestow Your grace upon me if You think - |
am worthy to receive it.” An illustration of a mother explains it beautifully. A
mother knows what is appropriate food for her sick child. She will not give
unsuitable food to her sick child even if the child asks for it. Similarly, the Divine
knows what is beneficial for us and what is our nature.

In this Verse No. 4 - A most beautiful adjective is used for the Divine Lord.

Yogeshwara— O, Master of Yoga. So beautiful, Shri Krishna is called BIEIEG R

Yogeshwaral Master of all spiritual paths. He is also I19f1?aX Yogishwara/master

of all spiritual aspirants and yogis. The Divine Lord is both. Here, the Master of
Yoga means - He projects ‘One’ to appear as many in the universe as a great
magician through the power of His Divine Yoga. He also makes many appear as
‘One’. All in One and One in All - this we will see in this chapter very soon. Yet
remains One Infinite Divine Self. Srishti/creation, Esthithi/maintenance and
Laya/dissolution take place in Him by His Yogic Power.

Now, the Divine Lord says:

Bhagavad Gita: Chapter 11, Verse 5
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AT AT |
9 & T FUTTOT AT TH: |
AT feearfey ATerauiepeiiiey = |[C11, V5|

Shri-bhagavan uvacha
pashya me partha ripani shatasho ’tha sahasrashah
nana-vidhani divyani nana-varnakritini cha

[The Supreme Lord says: Behold, O Parth, My hundreds and thousands of
wonderful forms of various shapes, sizes, and colours.]

In the next few wonderful Shlokas, we will see a mesmerising poem sung by the
Divine Lord. The Lord says, “O Arjuna, you will not be able to see My Universal
Form through your deluded, physical and finite eyes. | grant you - Divya-

Chakshu/Divine Vision. As we sing - 3TTsloTelT Jyananjana and fa&erag=r

Vimalnayana. | bestow you eyes of knowledge.
We will discuss these most beautiful verses in our next class.

Vasudeva sutham devam kamsa Chanoora mardhanam,
Devaki paramanandam Krishnam vande Jagat Gurum.

) ) é‘a a \I
IR AT, 0T T, STATCITH ||

May Shri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother and Swami Vivekananda bless us all.
Om Shanti Shanti Shanti
Kind regards

(Mamta Misra)



